Title: Duties of Members - Promoting Edification and Peace – Jose Francis Martinez

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the church members’ duty to promote the well-being of the entire body

Introduction  
1.

We have been considering the duties of church’s membership. And out of the five duties, we have already considered the first two: 1) The duty of you members to attend all the stated gatherings of the church; 2) The duty of  you members to financially support the work of the Lord.

2.

In this session, we move to consider the third of the five duties of church’s membership: The Duty of Members to Promote the Edification and Peace of the entire Body.  

3.

And in dealing with this duty, we will follow two simple headings: 1) The Scriptural Basis of This Duty 2) The Ways in Fulfilling This Duty. So first of all then, consider with me…

I. 
THE SCRIPTURAL BASIS OF THIS DUTY


A. 
1 Corinthians 12:12-27 


1.
Context: Paul is dealing with the use of spiritual gifts in the church. Note what he says in VSS 12-27 (READ).

2.
In speaking of the diversity and the inter-dependency of the members of the church, Paul uses the analogy of the human body.

a.
The body have different members or parts with different functions. And yet these different functions do not create disunity and disharmony. Instead, they create unity and inter-dependency. 

· Thus the ear should not feel inferior to the eye nor the feet feel the same way towards the hand. The fact that the eye is more noticeable than the ear does not make the latter  any less an important part of the body. It still serves a very important function. And the fact that the feet is not as dexterous as the hand in finer movements does not make it any less an important part of the body. It serves a very important function. 

· In addition, the eye should not feel superior to the hand nor the head to the feet as if they can do without each other. What can the body with an eye do without the hand? And what can a body with a head do without the feet?

· Moreover, the other parts of the body take good care of the weaker parts of the body and this is almost instinctive. If you are just about to fall with your head first, what would be your instinctive reaction? You will protect your head with your hand and arms.  

· Furthermore, what about the private parts of our body? We give special care not to shamelessly uncover it to anyone less we be put to shame.

· So God has so designed the human body so that the different parts and functions do not create disunity but unity and inter-dependency.

b.
So also in the church. The member have different roles and different functions. But God has so fitted the members that there might be unity and inter-dependency of the members. That each might feel the need of one another. That each might care for one another. That each might seek to promote the well-being and building up of the whole the body.

B.
Ephesians 4:11-16

1.
Context: Paul is still talking about the unity of the people of God. But in this unity there is a rich diversity of gifts and functions—4:11-16 (READ)

2.
This text gives us the biblical balance of Church’s life. Each member has a part in the building up of the body of Christ. And the purpose for which Christ gave ministers of His word is that each member of the body will be equipped for service and that each will be fitted together for the building up of the body of Christ.

3.
Therefore clear from this passage is the general principles that each member should strive to promote the edification and peace of the entire body.

Trans: But how are you to do this? How are you to promote the edification and peace of the entire body? That leads us to our second heading...

II.
THE WAYS IN  FULFILLING THIS DUTY


… Here I can only be sketchy and deal only with the great mountain speaks of biblical revelation. 

A.
First and foremost, if you are to promote edification and peace in the body then you must cultivate good communication with the members of the body—Eph 4:25 (READ).

1.
What happens if there is a problem of communication between the different parts of the body? If the eye either lies or does not say anything to the hand or to the feet, what do you think will happen? Or if one hand lies or does not say anything to the other feet? The effect would be disastrous. Each member of the body must communicate well with each other.

2.
So also in the church of Christ! Each member must cultivate good communication with the members of the body. For only then can we prayer for one another, help one another, and build up one another.Therefore, cultivate good communication with the members of the church. 

3.
And although some members will be closer to you than other members even as Christ while on earth was closer to the three among the twelve and was closest to one of the three, and yet cultivate good communication with all the members of the church. 

· Practice hospitality because it provides a wonderful opportunity for communication

· Stay after services and communicate with different members of the church.

· And this are just some of the things that you can do.

B.
Then 2ndly, if  you are to promote the edification and peace of the body, then you must deal biblically with sin in the body.

1.
Pro 19:11 (READ)

a.
There are certain sins that must just be overlooked—an unkind word, a harsh comment, an insensitive act. You cannot take offense at all and every transgression committed against you or you will end up a very bitter man or woman. 

b.
And the bible here does not say that it is to your shame if you  can overlook such transgressions because that means you do not take sin seriously enough—no! If you can overlook such transgressions, then it is to your glory.

2.
1Pet 4:8 (READ)

a.
Nothing we do here on earth is ever perfect. Even in our efforts to help one another and interact with one another, they will be stained with a multitude of sins. 

b.
However, it is the characteristic of fervent love to enable us to overlook even a multitude of sins in our dealings with one another.

3.
However, there are certain sins in the body that must not be overlooked. So what must you do with them? Eph 4:25-26 (READ)

a.
Reacting in anger is not always sin. However, when you are in anger you must not sin. But instead you are deal with the problem as soon as possible. 

b.
For what will happen if you will not deal with the problem as soon as you possibly can? You will give the devil (or slanderer) an opportunity to destroy the church.

4.
But how exactly are you to deal with offenses against you of that nature? Mt 18:15-17 (READ).  

a.
Here Jesus is still dealing with serious private offenses committed a brother. In fact some manuscripts even have the words “against you” in 18:15. And even if variant manuscripts are later additions of copyist still the context indicates that Jesus is dealing with serious private offenses committed against a brother—18: 21 (READ). 

b.
And even in such cases of serious private offenses, you are still in love to cover your brother sins from others. You are to go and reprove your brother “in private” or literally “between you and him alone”. 

c.
Only if the offending brother refuses to listen to you are you to call the help of witnesses. And only if such effort fail are you to bring the matter to the church. Moreover, only if the church’s effort fails is the church to excommunicate a brother.

5.
But what about in cases where you know that a brother has something against you? It is his duty to go to you and talk to you in private. Right? But what if he will not go to you and you somehow you come to know that your brother has something against you? What are you to do? Mt 5:23-24 (READ)

a.
You are not to say, “Since my brother has something against me, then Jesus says in Mt 18 that he should come to me and talk to me in private”. No. You are not to wait for him to come to you and talk to you. But instead, you are to go him and seek to be reconciled to him.

b.
And what is important here to note is that Jesus says that this should take priority even over your duty to worship God. That is how important it is to God that you deal biblically with sin in the body. 

6.
And once the sin have been biblically dealt with, then what? Do not raise up the matter again to yourself or anyone. Bury the matter in an unmarked grave. Pro 17:9 (READ).

7.
But what about those sins of members that have nothing to do with you? What are you to do? Gal 6:1-2 (READ)

a.
If you are made providentially aware that a brother has sinned, then it is your duty to seek to restore that brother or sister in Christ.

b.
And this you are to do in the right manner. 1) You are to do it in the spirit of gentleness or meekness. IOW, you are avoid a harsh, arrogant,  and self-righteous attitude.  2) You are to do it with care less you sin in the process. If you are a doctor and your seeking to mend a broken leg, the patient might resist your effort because of the pain he is feeling. And if you have no patience, then you might even do something to harm the patient. So also in restoring a brother who has sinned. He might not like what you are doing. Therefore, you must be very careful that in seeking to restore a brother you do not sin in the process.

c.
But what if that member will not respond positively? Although the passage says nothing in that case, the teaching of Scriptures elsewhere is to let the elders know about it and deal with it. 

C.
Then 3rdly, if you are to promote the edification and peace of the body, then you must be ready to minister to the members of the body in whatever ways you can.

1.
1Jn 3:17-18 (READ). How is love to be expressed? By seeking to minister to the needs of a brother, even his physical needs, if it is within your ability to do it.

2.
Mt 25:34-40 (READ). The Lord here assumes that the true people of God, in compassion, will seek to meet the needs of one another in whatever way they can. They are aware of those needs and seek to need those needs. And here He is not speaking strictly of “spiritual needs” but even of physical and social needs.

3.
Tit 3:13-14 (READ). The people of God are to learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing need. And by pressing need we mean needs that needs immediate attention.

4.
1Thess 5:14-15 (READ). Whatever be the need of God’s people, seek to meet those needs. The unruly - admonish. The fainthearted - encourage. The weak - help.

D.
Then 4thly, if you are to promote the edification and peace of the body, then you must soberly determine, cultivate, and fully utilize the special gift God has given you for the good of the entire body. 

1.
Rom 12:3-8 (READ)

a.
Paul here calls members for a sober assessment of the gifts that God has given them—12:3.
b.
And why is this sober assessment important? Because each member has a special function in the body—12:4-6a. If the eye thinks it is the hand and try to fulfill such a function, what do you think will happen? 

c.
But how can you as a member soberly assessment your special function? Just do what you have to do as a member and then in time you will know what is your special function or your special area of strength. And then fully utilize that gift for the good of the entire body. Except for prophesy, all the other gifts mentioned here are things all Christians must do—12:6-8 (READ). So what then is a gift? A special is a special area of strength that God gives you. Ills. Basketball. Therefore to know what is our special strength, just do what you have to do as a member and then in time you will know what is your special function or area of strength. And then utilize it fully for the good of the entire body.

2.
1Pet 4:10, 11 (READ) Each one has been given a special gift or function. And these special gift or function is to be fully utilized for good of the church and for the glory of God.

Conclusion

1. The church is a body and one duty of members is the  cultivate the edification and peace of the entire body.  And this means good communication with the members of the body; dealing biblically with sin in the body, ministering to to members of the body in whatever ways a member can; and soberly determining, cultivating, and fully utilizing a special gift or function God has given each member for the good of the entire body.

2. This one duty that has to be continually set before the members and which they must continually be urged to do.

